Lincoln: Continuity and Change Over Time

Essential Question: “The views expressed by Abraham Lincoln, between the years 1858 and 1865,
with regard to the issue of slavery, changed over time. To what extent did they change and what of
his opinions remained the same?”

Research Lincoln’s speeches to answer the essential question
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For each speech you are to “define” Lincoln’s historical context, audience, purpose, and point of
view.

Read excerpts from the Lincoin-Douglas debates

Read The Gettysburg Address, November 19, 1863

Read Address at Sanitary Fair, Baltimore 1864

Read Lincoln’s Second inaugural Address

How did Lincoln’s message change cver time? What de you think prompted the changes?

Now write a thesis statement to the essential question:



Lincoln Speeches

Lincoln Douglass Debates August 21, 1858 Ottawa, Illinois

Now. gentlemen, | don't want to read at any greater length, but this is the true complexion of all I have
ever said in regard to the institution of slavery and the black race. This is the whole of it, and anything
that argues me into his idea of perfect social and political equality with the negro, is but a specious and
fantastic arrangement of words, by which a man can prove a horse-chestnui to be a chestnut horse.
[Laughter.] I will say here, while upon this subject. that | have no purpose, directly or indirectly. to
interfere with the institution of slavery in the States where it exists. [ believe I have no lawtul right to do
s0, and | have no inclination to do so. I have no purpose to introduce political and social equality
between the white and the black races. There is a physical difference between the two, which, in my
Judgment, will probably forever forbid their living together upon the footing of perfeet equality. and
inasmuch as it becomes a necessity that there must be a difference, 1. as well as Judge Douglas. am in
favor of the race to which I belong having the superior position. I have never said anvthing to the
contrary, but | hold that, notwithstanding all this, there is no reason in the world why the negro is not
entitled 1o all the natural rights enumerated in the Declaration of Independence. the right to life, liberty,
and the pursuit of happiness. [Loud cheers.| | hold that he is as much entitled to these as the white man. |
agree with Judge Douglas he is not my equal in many respects-certainly not in color. perhaps not in
moral or intellectual endowment. But in the right to eat the bread. without the leave of anybody else,
which his own hand earns, fie is my equal and the equal of Judge Douglas, and the equal of every liviag
mun. [Great applause. |

The Gettysburg Address: Gettysburg, Pennsylvania November 19, 1863

Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth upon this continent. a new nation. conceived in
liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal.

Now we are engaged in a great civil war. testing whether that nation, or any nation so conceived and so
dedicated, can long endure. We are met on a great battlefield of that war. We have come (o dedicate a
portion of that ficld. as a final resting place for those who here gave their lives that that nation might
live. It s altogether fitting and proper that we should do this.

But. in a larger sense, we can not dedicate - we can not consecrate - we can not hallow - this ground.
The brave men. living and dead. who struggled here have consecrated it. far above our poor power to
add or detract. The world will little note. nor long remember what we say here, but it can never forget
what they did here. It is for us the living. rather. to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they
who fought here have thus far so nobly advaneed. [t is rather for us to be here dedicated (o the great task
remaining before us - that from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause {or which
they gave the last full measure of devotion - that we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have
died in vain - that this nation. under God. shall have a new birth of freedom - and that government of the
people, by the people, and for the peopie, shall not perish from the carth.



Address at Sanitary Fair, Baltimore, Maryland, April 18, 1864

The world has never had a good definition of the word liberty, and the American people, just now, are
much in want of one. We all declare for liberty; but in using the same word we do not all mean the
same thing. With some the word liberty may mean for each man to do as he pleases with himself, and
the product of his labor; while with others the same word may mean for some men to do as they please
with other men, and the product of other men’s labor. Here are two, not only different, but incompatable
things, called by the same name—liberty. And it follows that each of the things is, by the respective
parties, called by two different and incompatable names—liberty and tyranny.The shepherd drives the
wolf from the sheep’s throat, for which the sheep thanks the shepherd as a liberaror, while the wolf
denounces him for the same act as the destroyer of liberty, especially as the sheep was a black one.
Plainly the sheep and the wolf are not agreed upon a definition of the word liberty; and precisely the
same difference prevails to-day among us human creatures, even in the North, and all professing to love
liberty. Hence we behold the processes by which thousands are daily passing from under the yoke of
bondage, hailed by some as the advance of liberty, and bewailed by others as the destruction of all
liberty. Recently, as it seems, the people of Maryland have been doing something to define liberty; and
thanks to them that, in what they have done, the wolf’s dictionary, has been repudiated.

It is not very becoming for one in my position to make speeches at great length; but there is another
subject upon which I feel that I ought to say a word. A painful rumor, true I fear, has reached us of the
massacre, by the rebel forces, at Fort Pillow, in the West end of Tennessee, on the Mississippi river, of
some three hundred colored soldiers and white officers, who had just been overpowered by their
assailants. There seems to be some anxiety in the public mind whether the government is doing its duty
to the colored soldier, and to the service, at this point. At the beginning of the war, and for some time,
the use of colored troops was not contemplated; and how the change of purpose was wrought, I will not
now take time to explain. Upon a clear conviction of duty I resolved to turn that element of strength to
account; and I am responsible for it to the American people, to the christian world, to history, and on my
final account to God. Having determined to use the negro as a soldier, there is ne way but to give him all
the protection given to any other soldier. The difficulty is not in stating the principle, but in practically
applying it. It is a mistake to suppose the government is indiffe[re]nt to this matter, or is not doing the
best it can in regard to it. We do not te-day know that a colored soldier, or white officer commanding
colored soldiers, has been massacred by the rebels when made a prisoner. We fear it, believe it, I may
say, but we do not 4now it. To take the life of one of their prisoners, on the assumption that they murder
ours, when it is short of certainty that they do murder ours, might be too serious, too cruel a mistake, We
are having the Fort-Pillow affair thoroughly investigated; and such investigation will probably show
conclusively how the truth is, If] after all that has been said, it shall turn out that there has been no
massacre at Fort-Pillow, it will be almost safe to say there has been none, and will be none elsewhere. If
there has been the massacre of three hundred there, or even the tenth part of three hundred, it will be
conclusively proved; and being so proved, the retribution shall as surely come. Tt will be matter of grave
consideration in what exact course to apply the retribution; but in the supposed case, it must come
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Second Inaugural Address, United States Capitol, Washington, D.C., March 4, 1865

At this second appearing te take the oath ol the presidential office, there is less occasion for an exlended
address than there was at the first. Then a statement. somewhat in detail. of a course to be pursued,
seemed fitting and proper. Now, at the expiration of four years. during which public declarations have
been constantly called forth on every point and phrase of the great contest which still absorbs the
attention. and engrosses the energies of the nation. little that is new could be presented. The progress of
our arms. upon which all else chiefly depends, is as well known to the public as to myself: and it is. |
trust. reasonably satisfactory and encouraging 1o all. With high hope for the [uture, no prediction in
regard to it is ventured.

On the occasion corresponding to this four years ago. all thought were anxiously directed to an
impending civil war. All dreaded it - all sought to avert it. While the inaugeral [sic| address was being
delivered from this place, devoted altogether to saving the Union without war, insurgent agents were in
the city seeking to destroy it without war - seeking {o dissole [sic] the Union. and divide effects, by
negotiation. Both parties deprecated war; but one of them would make war rather than let the nation
survive; and the other would accept war rather than let it perish. And the war came.

One eighth of the whole population were colored slaves. not distributed generally over the Union. but
localized in the Southern part o fit. These slaves constituted a peculiar and powerful interest. All knew
that this interest was, somehow, the cause of the war. To strengthen, perpetuate, and extend this interest
was the object for which the insurgents would rend the Union, even by war; while the government
claimed no right to do more than to restrict the territorial enlargement ol it. Neither party expected (or
the war. the magnitude, or the duration, which it has already attained. Neither anticipated that the cause
of the conflict might cease with, or even before. the conflict itself should cease. Each looked for an
casier triumph, and a result less fundamental and astounding. Both read the same Bible, and pray to the
same God; and cach invokes His aid against the other. It may seem strange that any men should dare ask
a just God's assistance in wringing their bread from the sweat of other men's faces: but let us judge not
that we be not judged. The prayers of both could not be answered: that of neither has been answered
fully. The Almighty has his own purposes. "Woe unto the world because of offences! For it must needs
be that offences come: but woe to that man by whom the offence cometh!" If we shall suppose that
American Slavery is one of those offences which, in the providence of God. must needs come. but
which. having continued through His appointed time, he now wills to remove, and that He gives to both
North and South, this terrible war. as the woe due to those by whom the offence came. shall we discern
therein any departure from those divine atiributes which the believers in a Living God always ascribe 1o
Him? Fondly do we hope-fervently do we pray-that this mighty scourge of war may speedily pass away.
Yet. if God will that it continue, until all the wealth piled by the bond-man's two hundred and fifty years
of unrequited toil shall be sunk, and until every drop ol blood drawn with the lash. shall be paid by
another drawn with the sword. as was said three thousand years ago, so still it must be said "the
judgments of the Lord. are true and righteous altogether.”

With malice toward none; with charity for all; with firmness in the right, as God gives us to sce
the right. let us strive on to {inish the work we are in: (o bind up the nation's wounds: to care for him
who shall have borne the battle, and for his widow, and his orphan - to do all which may achieve and
cherish a just and lasting peace, among ourselves, and with all nations.



