“"Police Action”: The Korean War, 1950-1954
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LS. Secratary of Stats Dean Acheson, Giting the unpopularity and cormsption of Chiang
Kal-shek's Nationalists, recommends that the U.S. government siop sanding aid.

Activity #1: The Decision to Intervenc in Korea

Timeline of Events Related to the Origins of the Korean War

Event

August 10, 1045

Narth

The United States and the Saviel Union nﬁnn o a lemperary division of Korea—

formerty a Japaness colony—along the 38" Paratiel. U.S. forces wers 10 occupy and
administer the southam half, whila Soviet trcops would occupy and adminisier the

March 1948

sides.

During World War [I the hwa combatants in the Chinesa Chil War—ihe Nationalists

GLL R Truman and Congress reject this advica, and approve a furither 380 million in economic
and military assistance.
Juna 1949 The last U S troops laave South Korea
July 14, 1849 Tha Soviet Union successfully tests its firsl atomic bomb; however, a formal
: announcameni of {hia fact is not made until September 23.
With most of the Chinese countryside, as well as its major cities, in communist hands,
October 1. 1849 Mao Tse-tung declares victory in the civil war. Ha announces thal henceforth the

country will be refamed 1o as the “Peopla’s Republic of China.®

under Chiang Kal-shek and the Communists under Mao Tsa-lung—-had agread lo &
temporary truce while bath fought the Japanese, Howsver, less than a year after the
defeat of Japan the trucs fell apart, and large-scale fighting esummed batwaen the two

May 1948

regime In North Koraa under the leadership of Kim |l-sung.

Tha United Siates sponsors elactions in South Korea. The Sovisls prolast the
dacision, and Instruct lah-wing parties there (o boycotl the alaction. The result is thai

Decamber 1. 1649

Chiang Kal-shak and his supporters abanden the mainiand end fles to the island of
Talwan, whars they form a government called tha "Republic of China.”

Syngman Rhee, a dadicaled ant-communisi who was educaled in the United States,
becomes head of tha govarmmant. Soon aflerward the Soviets establish a communist

August 12, 1049

Karea,

Esger lo rid itsalf of commitments in East Asia, the United Siates formally recognizes

January 12, 1850

Becrotary of Stals Acheason gives famous “pefimeter’ speech to the National Prass
Club in Washington. Discussing U.S. atrategy in Asia, he lists Japan, Okinawa, the
Phitippinas, and tha Alsutian Islands as vital intereats that will be dafended with force.
Tha list includes neither Taiwen not South Kora.

the Independancs af Scuth Korea, and arrangements bagin for the withdrawal of U.5.
torces from tha region. The Soviets make a similar announcement regarding North

Decamber 26, 1848 The lasi Soviet iroops leave Norh Korea,

Fabruary 9, 1950

LS. Senator Juseph McCarthy (Rap.-Wisconsin) gives speech in Whaeling, West
Virginia, blaming recent foreign policy fallures—particularty Mao Tsa-Tung's victory in
China—on tha prasence of communista in tha State Department.

Januaty 1848 nama 1o Beijing and daciare that it is tha new capital of China.

February 14, 1950

Aller a two-month visil by Mao Tse-tung 1o Moscow, the Sovist Linton and the Peopie’s
Republic of China announca a 30-year alianca treaty. Accoftding to the lerms of this
treaty, aach side promised to come lo the aid of the other in the event of a war against
w third party.

Chinese communist forces under Mao Tse-tung anter cily of Peiping. They changa the
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March 10, 1850

The Central Infelligence Agency wams of a massive bulldup of Nodth Korean ops
along tha South Korasn border, predicts thal an invasion is imminent.
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April 1950

Soviat leader Josal Stalin gives Kim [l-sung permissson to iaunch an invasion of South
Kerea: howaver, he wams Kim that " you should get kicked In the teelh, | shall not lift
a finger. You have to ask Mao [Tsa-tung] for all the help.*

June 25, 1850

Al approximately 4:00 am, 80,000 Notth Koreen troops. equipped wilh Soviet

invade South Korsa. South Korean forces arm quickly forced o retreal. Troman orders
1.S. naval and sir forces—bun not ground forces—1{o assist in the delense of South
Korea,

June 27, 1650

The United Nations calis upon its members to coma to the sld of South Korea. The
proposal enly wina the approval of the Secunity Council b the Saviet dalegati
is boycotting its proceedings to protest the U.N s faBum to recognize Mao Tsa-tung's
ragime as the legiimais government of China.

Juna 28, 1850

North Kotean forcas capture Seoul, the capital of South Korea,
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Activity #2: The Decision to Cross the 38" Paraliel

Timeline of Events Related to the Korean War, June 29-Octoher 10, 1950

Septembar 15, 1950

U.5. forces under MacArthur land at three separate locations on the Korean coasi near
Inchen. The Norlh Koreans, taken completely by surprisa, ana driven from Inchan with
minimal U5 casualties

Septamber 19, 1650

LN, troops resch Seoul and recapture it len days Ister. ﬂmﬁqu* . UQJ

Date

Event

June 28, 1950

Geaneral Douglas MacArthwr, commander of U.5. forces in Easl Asia, visits the front
linas, whare ha witnasses firsthand the dasperale siluation of the South Korean army.

Seplember 27, 1850

Truman approves MacArthur's plan to cross tha 38" Parallel, invading North Korea.

July 7, 1950

Genaral MacArthur proposes (o usa U.S. troops lo launch a massive counterattack
againsi ihe North Koreans that would not only diive them from South Korea, bul would
overthrow Kim ll-sung's regime in tha North and unile all of Korea under a single
govemment. Mos! of the Joini Chiefs ot Sialf opposa this, as does George Kennan,
who insists thai LL.S. forces should only drive ihe North Koreans beck across the 38"
Parnllal.

L N. forces under MacArhur cross the 38" paraliel; later thet same day. the Liniled

July 10, 1850

The United Nati the f tion of a forea prised of U.S. froops and
those of fourleen other nations, under the oversll command of Genaral MacArthur,

Octabar 7, 1850 Nations Generel Assembly p o resolution ding ‘the eatablishmant of &
unified, independant and o atie Go in the ign State of Korea
October 10, 1850 The official radio stalion of the People’s Republic of China wams that the "Chinese

paople cannol stand idly by® and allow U.N. forces 1o overrun North Korea.

July 18, 1950

Truman appears before Congress asking for $10 biion to suppert the “pelice action® in
Korea. He follows this up wilth a radio address fo the American public, bul he makas it
clasar that there will be no full-scale mobilization as thete had been in World War |1,

July 23, 1850

MacArthur proposes an amphibious landing of 1.5, forces at inchon, behind the Noth
Kerean lines. The Joini Chiels of Staff approve the plan on August 28.

August 7, 1850

U.N. forcas halt North Koreans outside the city of Pusan.
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Activity #3: Troman vs. MacArthur

Timeline of Events Related to the Troman-MacArihur Controversy

Date

Event

August 24, 1850

MacArthur sends a public stalement 10 a nationa! meeting of the Veterans of Foraign
Wars In which ha argues that Talwan 18 vilal o U.S_ national dafense, and must be
dafendsc at all costs againsi Communist China

Augusi 26, 1850

Fearing thal MacArihur's statemant to the Veterans of Foreign Wars mighl be
intarpreded by China as a provocation, Truntan ordars thal H be withdsawn, slating that
tha genaral's position on Talwan was “in conflict with the policy of the United Giates
and lis position in the United Nations.®

October $4. 1950

Truman and MacArthur meet on Wake Isiand 1o discuss the wer in Korea. MacArthur
assures Truman that the Chinese will not intervene, and apologizes (or any
smbamaysment caused by his remarks on Taiwan, Trumen later expressas his anger
with MacArthur for nol wearing his dresa unifarm for a mesting with the President of the
United States.

October 18, 1950

Pyongyang, tha capital of North Korea, lalis o United Nations lorces

Octobar 25, 1950

A Chinase forca of 250,000 men, supported by Soviet jeis. cross tha Yalu River Inte
North Kotean larritory, but withdeaw back into China two weeks later,

Novembar 24, 1850

MacArthur launchas his final offensive toward the Yalu River. the border batween Norih
¥erea and China,
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Chinase troops cross the Yalu River again, ihis time attacking MacArthur's forces,
Bovemtian25 8so forcing them to retreat back toward South Korea.
Angsred by repeated statements by MacArthwr in favor of atl-out war againsi
December 20, 1950 Communist China, Truman issuss an ordar forbidding the release of any “speaech,
' ptess ralaase, of othar public statement concaming military policy” without approval
from the Depariment of Defense
Tha United Nations calis for an armistice in Korea; MacArthur calls for all-out war
December 25, 1950 againsi Communist China with assistance from Chiang Kal-shek's Natignalist Chinese
forcas in Taiwan.
January 4, 1851 Chinass iroops captura Seoul, capital of Gouth Korea.
March 7, 1851 "u._ru_.r__o_ﬁn- sunch *Qpaeration Ripper” along the Han River, pushing Chinesa froops
March 18, 1851 Seoul Is taken once again by Uniled Nations troopa.
March 20, 1851 In a latiar io House Republican teader Rep. Jaseph R. Marlin, MacArthur criticizas
N Truman's refusal to wage a ful-scale war against China.
April 5. 1051 Rep. Martin, having received MacArhur's letter, reads it aloud on the flaor of the
pal S, Housa of Representalives.
. Truman dismisses MacArthur from command. He is replaced by Genaral Matthew
April 11, 1951 Ri
Parmission s gtanisd to sducatsts i reproduce ihis warkahaat 1or classroom usse 15
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me 11950  (7) Norh Korea

1950

o June A%, 1950 - July 37,1953

KOREAN WAR

Directions: The foliowing sentences describa the causes, major

events, and results of the Korean War. Fill in the spaces with the

words, names, and terms from the list that best complete the

statements, U3& provided ¥imeline +o r.._uc._. dates:

Invaslon Soviet Union  ninety capital

Aliled shells Communiats Alles

electicns Sovist Japan Pyongyang

Jeep ignored border clvilians

United Natlons  half world war Korea

prisoners jetalrplanes  China milltary

north fighting commander  Seoul helicopters  *Tokyo
Causes of the War

(1) In 1895, the Japanase took control of Korea and In 1910 made it part of

(2} After Japan was deleated In World War ll, Korea was occupied by troops of the
and the United States.

(3) Soviol forces in northem Korea and American soldiers In southern Korea were
separated by the 38th paraliel, a latitude line that divided the country In

{4) The United Nations called for
the entire country, but the Soviels opposed the idea.

{5) North Korea and South Korea became aauma_m nations. Their troops somatimes
clashed along the

(&) The United States withdrew its forces from _aoaw in 19489. In 1950, the Communist
leaders of North Korea orderad an of Seuth Korea.

to choose one govemment for

Major Events of the War: 1950-1953
a United Nations demand that It pull its army out of

South Korea.
(8) Prasident Hamry 8. Truman ordered American lorces lo South Koraa. Fiftean other
membars also sent saldiers.
{9) About percant of the UN troops were Amaricans.

(10) The North Korean Ammy was helped by soldiers from

{11) General Douglas MacArthur of the Uniled States was namad
in chiel of tha United Nations Command.

(12) MacArthur drected Allied oparations from his headquarters in
Japan,

{13) Lieutenant General Walton H. Walker bacama field commander of the

ground lorces in Korea.
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—_— ___14) During the first months of the war, the North Korean Communists captured Seoul, the
Dn_ of South Korea.
nﬂ* _0~ 1A50 {15) After LS. and UN forces arrived In Korsa, was recapturad.

(16) The Allles advanced Into North Korea and seized Pyangyang, the capital city, on
Oclober 19, 1950. The retreated farther north.

(17) Qeneral MacArthur and the Allies were confident that the war would be over by
Christmas. But In lale November, China sant a huge amy inlo Korea to fight the

(18} The Chinase forced U.S. and UN troops to withdraw from and

retreat Into South Korea.

{19) General Walker was killed in a
Matthew B. Ridgway took command.

{20) By the summar of 1951, the two sides had dug in and began fighting along a battie ling

of the 96th parafial.

{21} A continuing dispute betwean MacArthur and defense leaders in Washington led
Prasident Truman to replace the general as commander in chief. MacArthur wanted 1o
use “at-out measures,” Including bormbing bases in China, to achieve victory, Truman
and his advisers feared such actiong might gad to a thind

(22) The Korean War markad the first battle betwean

(23) As many as 100 to 150 LS, F-86 Sabra jots and
took part in some alr battles.

{(24) For the first time during a war, carried soldiers into combat.
Thay ware also usad to maks daring rescues of Allied pilots who had bean shot down.

accident, and Lleutenant General

e ——
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- bulit MIG-15's

{25) The U.S. Navy helpad troops land by firing at enemy targets
on shors.
End of the War
(26) Alier lengthy peace talks, an armistice agreement was signed on July 27, 1953, and the

ended.

(27) A 212-mile wide Demiiitarized Zone was set up to keep the two sidas apar, Both agreed
not to increase their strength.

(28) After the armistice was signed, the Allies and Communists charged each other with
torture and starvation of u:uo:oa and other war crimas. The two sides exchangad
88,559

{29) The Korean War caused exiensive damage throughout the counlry. More than a milllon

worg killed.

(30) Although ths fighting stopped, negotiators were unabls (o trawup a uoqq_w:oa peace
plan. They were also unsuccassful in reunifying
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Korgan War
Multipla-Choice

qg (1) Korea first became a divided nation after Workd War Il when: (a) Soviet and

American roops occupled the country ({b) a civil war began betwaen the nonh and
south {c) Japan made It a colony

{2) —__ The govemment of North Koraa was controtiad by: (a) Communists
{b) a demecratically-alected Prasident and Congress (c) a monarch having
divine right

{3) _____ Tha Korean War bagan when: {g) Korea attacked Japan (b) the Soviet Union
refused to trada with tha Koreans {¢) North Korea invadad South Korea

{4) —___ Tha world peacekeeping organization that tried unsuccessfully lo prevant the
Korean War was the: {a) Loague of Nations (b) Unlted Nations (c) Organization of
Amarican States

{5) — Tha Prasident who ordered U.S. troops to South Korea was: {a} Franklin D.
Roosavelt (b) Harry S. Truman (c) Lyndon B. Johnson

Coamplation
(6) About ninety percent of the United Nations lorces in Korea were sent there by the

(7) General was commandar in chisf of the UN Command until
losing his Job because of a dispute with Washington oliiclals.
{8) In the early months of the war, the Communisis capturad
the capital of South Korea.
{9) The Alliss evantuslly occupled Pyongyang, the capital of .
(10) ptanss and helicopters were used for the first ime during
the Korean War.

Matching
(11} . United States

{a) sent ground troops lo help the North Korean Army

(12) Sovist Union {b) Walton H. Walker and Matthew B. Ridgway served In the
. North Kors armad lorces of this nation

(3 8 2 (c) bulit the MIG-15's that fought against the F-86's

(14) ___ China {d) #was delendag by the United Siates during the war

(15) _____ South Korea {e) country above the 38th parallel

IafFalse

(16) The Allies used “all-out measures,” Including bombing bases In China,
during the Korean War.

O7) e After the fighting endad, the Allias and Communists accused esch othar of
committing war crimes.

{(18) . The Korean War resulted in widespraad damage and loss of life.

(19) ____ . North Korea and South Korea were uniiiad into a single naticn al the end

. W of the war.
(20} The Korsan War lastad from 1974 until 1877,
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